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Luk 8:11  Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.  
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 We are in a storm in America, meteorologically (with crazy 

weather), culturally, politically and spiritually.  There are 

waves of potential destruction that are pounding us and this 

land of freedom is being assaulted daily by the waves of tyr-

anny.  Apostle Paul learned how to minister in the middle of a 

storm.  Acts 27:21-25,  But there being much fasting, 
then standing up in their midst, Paul said, O men, 
being obedient to me you ought not to have set sail 
from Crete, and to have come by this harm and loss.  
And now I exhort you to be of good cheer, for there will be no 
casting away of life among you, only of the ship. For tonight 
an angel of God stood beside me, whose I am and whom I 
serve,  saying, Fear not, Paul! You must stand before Caesar. 
And behold! God has given you all those who sail with you. 
Therefore, men, be of good cheer, for I believe God, that it 
will be so, according to the way it was told me.  
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 Paul was on a Mediterranean cruise paid for by the Roman govern-
ment.  He perceived there would be danger on the journey and he told the 
crew.   He also had a word from the Lord through the messenger of the 
storm.  The angel assured him he would stand before Caesar and all those 
sailing with him would make it.  There was a ship owner and a ship mas-
ter or helmsman, (same word is in 1Cor 12:28 translated “governments”).  
So the picture here is that the steering or governing force of the ship is 
actually in Paul’s hands.  All of those on the ship, including Roman au-
thorities, were really traveling with Paul rather than the other way round.   
It seems to me that the government of God trumps the Roman empire 
through Apostle Paul.  The Church ought not be traveling with the current 
culture of our nation, rather it should be traveling with us.  We should 
have our hands on the wheel and charting the course.  Upon the ocean of 

history the Lord God expects the apostolic ec-
clesia to steer the ship of Kingdom purpose.  The 
Kingdom is not limited to the Church, but we are 
discharged by God to have our hands on the 

wheel.   

 So, what keeps the Church from being hands-on and charting the 
course in our world today?   There are doctrines that cause the Church to 
disengage from cultural transformation.   Eph 4, Paul talks about winds of 
doctrine, indicating they get the ones who are immature in the faith off 
course.  So winds of doctrine would be those things that get us off course, 
either slightly or in a major way.  We dare not get off course because our 
course has already been set by God.  Our course is set and defined by 
Genesis 1:28, the dominion cultural mandate, and our course is set by the 
extrapolation of that revelation in Genesis by the great commission to dis-
ciple all nations in terms of the commandments of Jesus.  So, our course is 
set, even though the Church will argue how we do this.   I learn from the 

arguments, gleaning from the parts that get us on down that course.   

 We must understand the concept of no place.  The universal au-
thority of the ascended Christ demands universal application of Kingdom 
government in all spheres of life on the planet.  In the words of Abraham 
Keiper, “There is no place on the planet that Jesus’ crown rights are not 
exerted.”  He rules over every inch of creation.  Despite the teachings of 
Marx and Darwin, despite the trends of history in the twentieth century 
where millions were slaughtered by Stalin and Hitler, there is no place 
that Marxism works.  So, why are we trying to get it to work in America?  
Evidently, the answer is that a handful of elites want all the power be-
cause the policies are insane and do not work.  When man disconnects 
from God’s principles he enters the door marked “insanity.”  It is not just 

 We should have 
our hands on the 
wheel and chart-
ing the course.   
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an antichrist door, it is an anti-human door and anti-creation door.  It does 
not work.  There is no place on the planet where anything works as well 
as the Kingdom, righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost 

(Rom14:17).    

 If the hands of the Church are not on the wheel of the cultural ship, extending 
and expanding the Kingdom, then the Body of Christ is remiss and is failing in its 
ecclesia  responsibility of being a governing body.  In the 60's and 70's, the Holy 
Spirit showed up in unlikely places, crossing denominational and cultural lines 
and millions were impacted.  On the heels of that, the Jesus movement came 
along.  I think that movement showed God’s desire to make the charismatic 
movement generational.  Those movements should have set off a momentum that 
would have caused the Church to get its hands on the wheel.  History has proven 
that the moves of God do not always become the Ecclesia of God, but we dare 
not miss it again.  Thank God for the moves that capture our hearts, but we must 

then move on into our responsibility. 

 In the language of the seven mountain metaphor, 
there is not a mountain that our feet should not walk 
on.  There is not a mountain that our voice should not 

be lifted upon, “Our God reigns.”   

PRAYER: 

Thank you Lord for Your calling upon our lives.  
Thank the Lord we are a part of the most strategic enterprise in all of history, 
seeing the earth renewed by the revelation power of His eternal Kingdom.  May 
our lives be open to an impartation that gives us momentum in the Spirit.  May 

we know how He is moving so we can move with Him.   

Suggested prayer points for the church:    

1. Pray the Church will pray.  That is something we can do in our sphere of influ-

ence. 

2. Pray the Supreme Court will rule constitutionally on the health care law. 

3.  Pray that ministers will have the courage to declare citizenship rights to the 

followers of Christ.   

4.  Pray for candidates for office on every level to present a clear vision for our 

nation and implement solutions for our complex problems. 

5.  Pray for the house and senate to elect members who have the courage to im-

plement righteous and constitutional legislation.  

6.  Pray and promote local elections of mayors, city council and school board 

members, etc. 

7.  Pray our citizens can discern truth from media propaganda. 

 Thank God for the 
moves that cap-
ture our hearts, 
but we must then 
move on into our 
responsibility. 
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8.  Pray against a call for Marshall Law in response to a contrived crisis in the 

world or in our nation that could affect election by suspending it. 

9.  Pray for states to enforce voter ID requirements in order to minimize voter 

fraud. 

10. Pray for the restraint of racial strife and violence in the streets of our nation. 

11. Pray that fund-raising efforts for anti-American policies will decline.  Pray 

God de-fund the enemies of our nation. 

12. Pray against demonic anointing that functions in some current political church 

leaders.  

May I suggest two Strategies: 1) Assign intercession teams to adopt and focus on 
certain of these prayer points.  2) Encourage local pastors and churches to carve 
out a segment of Sunday morning service and pray these points, (edited as you 

see fit), perhaps one point per Sunday. 

(Jim Hodges is the founder of the Federation of Ministers and Churches International, a 
relational, apostolic network of ministers, apostolic teams and local churches across the 
nation. Having ministered in over 40 nations, Apostle Hodges serves the Body of Christ 
internationally as a teaching apostle with a passion to see the Body of Christ fully estab-
lished. Apostle Jim Hodges’ new book WHAT IN THE WORLD IS THE CHURCH TO DO? 
This book and other materials may be found at his website: fmci.org or by calling the office 

972-283-2262.) 

 

 At the conclusion of a recent teaching session in Killeen, Texas, a 

gentleman raised his hand and asked, “What should Christians do 

given the two likely candidates for president?” Our sincere, deeply 

concerned brother in the Lord had broken the silence and expressed 

the thoughts of millions of believers. The U.S. presidency: Now what? 
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 To answer this question, we must look to the Word of God and not be 
headline activists. Those who lead at high levels do so by determining the 
way forward, defining terms of the conversation, and deciding who will 
be invited to the deliberation table. The civil ruler, Nimrod, was a pioneer 
who stepped onto history’s stage and portrayed the role of what is being 
acted out in our day. Genesis 11:1-9 describes how Nimrod’s administra-
tion worked to centralize power by centralizing people geographically and 
focusing their attention on the civil ruler’s outstretched arms of one size 
fits all provision. God had instructed the people to disburse and build, but 
the leaders were determined to centralize and built a city for themselves. 
This original planned community was advertised to offer its residents the 
ultimate in modern conveniences. One language, international recogni-
tion, unprecedented economic leverage and job security on the govern-

ment tower building project were offered to all.  

 The plan had two major problems that we can relate to in the United 
States. First, it was dishonoring to God because it disobeyed His instruc-
tions to fill the earth, not just build a city. Second, it 
would result in the oppression of people at the expense 
of individual liberty. God saw the power of centraliza-
tion and its potential to imprison people, and therefore, 
implemented a three-point plan called the Trinity to scat-
ter the people and derail Nimrod’s evil scheme. Scrip-
ture is clear that there is nothing new under the sun (Ecclesiastes 1:9), and 
what the Kingdom Ekklesia must contend with in 2012 is the antichrist 
people-oppressing Pharaoh system, which desires to seize its opportunity 

and embed its talons deeper into the flesh of the American culture.  

 Let’s revisit the question asked, “What should Christians do given the 
two likely candidates for president?” In 2012, the Church must not disen-
gage! The Church must not sit this one out and be election spectators! The 
Church must not fall prey to the anti-scripture strategy of passivity! Pas-
sivity is never a strategy used by those whose citizenship is in the King-

dom of God.  

 Consider these words of wisdom from leaders of the past. Charles 
Finney (1792-1875), educator, author, evangelist, and president of Oberlin 
College, said: “The Church must take right ground in regards to politics... 
The time has come for Christians to vote for honest men . . . God cannot 
sustain this free and blessed country, which we love and pray for, unless 
the Church will take right ground” (“Quotes”). Martin Luther King Jr. 
(1929-1968), Baptist minister, Civil Rights leader, and Nobel Peace Prize winner, 
stated: “Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about the things that 

matter” (“Quotes”). 

 In 2012, 
the Church 
must not 
disengage!  
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 Some within our stream raise the race and religion issues concerning the can-
didates. Does ethnicity matter? No! Does religion matter? Absolutely! However, 
we are not working to elect those whose primary qualification is their relationship 
with God. America has seen the fruit of a president who confesses to be born 
again, yet whose policy positions have little or no Biblical worldview as a foun-
dation. Our primary assignment in 2012 must be to stop the runaway train of 

centralization. 

 The Church must decide at what level of the game we want to play. Are we 
satisfied to play neighborhood ball, or will we play at the professional level with 
those who give their lives to the game that we watch on national television? We 
must elevate our game to fulfill the mandate Jesus gave His life for, which is to 
disciple nations and transform culture. To fulfill our assignment as followers of 
Jesus by being culture shapers and nation disciplers, it is required that we under-
stand an important principle. A friend and well-respected leader explains this in 
the following story. It was in the late 1980s when a diverse group of evangelical 
leaders representing many streams of the Church met. The topic was how to ad-
dress some of the cultural problems of the day, including abortion. Due to a lack 
of understanding of a key principle, millions of babies have been aborted since 

these gatherings. Had they agreed to 
unify as one voice on at least 98 percent 
of the detrimental issue of abortion and 
not be denominationally divided over 
the very small two percent of varying 
beliefs, it is possible our economy 
would be thriving today from an eco-
nomic surge. What was the principle? 
The principle of incrementalism is the 
policy and practice of making political 
or social changes in degrees — a proc-

ess of gradual reform as opposed to sudden change. 

 While we all believe in and love the times when God suddenly shows up and 
displays His miraculous power, He often works through His representatives in-
crementally. As we look at 2012 and the candidates for office in local communi-
ties, states and national levels, let’s not make the tactical error of expecting 100 
percent, or else we won’t play at all. Transformation at every level is incremental. 

At the presidential level, let’s work and pray for an incremental step forward.  

 Finally, the Church is reaping what has been sown. Why do we have the two 
presidential candidates that our friend was distressed over? Much can and will be 
said in later articles on this, but for now, we will say the choices are a reflection 
of the Church’s role in shaping culture and discipling nations. Let the Ekklesia 
awaken, engage, educate and stay the course until at every level we have pre-
sented every community in America with two outstanding choices of statesman 

candidates who love God and are called to serve our great nation.  

Prayer and Action Points: 

1) Decree that God will scatter His enemies with His mighty arm. (Psalm 68:2 & 
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89:10) 

2) Pray the crafty (cunning, subtle, smooth, sly) plans of centralization will be 

ineffective. (Genesis 3:1) 

3) Decide what level you want to play, get clarity in your thinking, and start a 

conversation with others using social media outlets. (Nehemiah 6:11) 

Works Cited: “Quotes.” Restore America. Web. 30 April 2012. 

(Dr. Hope Taylor serves as Director of International Leadership Embassy in Washington, 
D.C. He has served many years in leadership for the Regional Minister’s Fellowship, a 
network of church leaders with a vision for unity in the body of Christ and regional transfor-
mation. Hope also serves on the apostolic leadership team of the Federation of Ministers 
and Churches, an international, apostolic network for churches and leaders. For informa-
tion about prayer events in Washington:   www.ile-dc.org ** This article was used by per-
mission of the author. It was published on the Reformation Prayer Network website: 
www.usrpn.org/articles/single/the_u.s._presidency_now_what) 

G o v e r n i n g 

God’s Way 

 

 S e e k -

ing the King-

dom of God 

involves our 

finding what 

was first and 

finding God’s 

pattern and 

governing ac-

cording to that 

pattern.   First 

there is self-government, then family government, then church gov-

ernment, then civil government.  These are the four pillars of govern-

ment.  Some of the seven mountains are spheres of influence rather 

than governments, but these four pillars are government with distinct 

spheres of rule.  There is a separation between church and state in the 
area of government, but there is not a separation of the purpose.  The 
Kingdom of God unifies all four for the purpose of a nation that glorifies 
God and brings the covenant blessing upon that nation.  All work together 
but must not cross the boundary between their distinct authority and 
sphere of rule.  Civil government has no right to invade family govern-

          ILE Annual Conference Aug.2-4 Washington,D.C. * Info: www.ile-dc.org 
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ment and override parental authority.  Civil government has no authority 
to educate children.  Church government has no right to get involved in 
issues of crime which is the sphere of civil government.  If there is self-
government, there does not have to be a big civil government because 
civil government was never created for righteous men.  James Chapter 
One tells us that civil government was created for men that cannot govern 
their own lives, and civil government gets bigger because men will not 
govern their own lives.  All civil government is about is protecting the 
rights of self, the family and the church and to keep each of the four inde-

pendent so each can govern under God.  

 The word “church” (Gk.: ecclesia) is a governmental word.  It is not 
about meeting but about government.  Family government has positive 

and negative sanctions.  In the negative, family 
government has a rod.  If a child will not govern 
self, the rod is applied.  In church government 
there are positive and negative sanctions called 
“keys of the Kingdom” (Mt 16:19) which give 
the church power to loose men’s sins from them 

or bind their sins to the unrepentant.  That is why a Christian should not 
take another Christian to civil government until it is first brought to 
church government.  There should be governmental authority in the local 
church.  The church is a government, but many do not know how to bring 
negative sanctions.  For example in Acts 8, Simon the sorcerer received a 
negative sanction when Peter told him he was still in his sins.  And Paul 
gave a negative sanction when he told the man he would be blind for a 
time.  That may not be “seeker-friendly” but those are the keys to the 
Kingdom in the Bible that bind or loose.  If someone is bound in their sin, 
then they can be taken to civil court.  If the church loses the negative 
sanctions, they will eventually lose the positive sanctions that open the 

Kingdom of God.  

 If there is no self-government, the family breaks down, then the 
church breaks down and civil government gets big.  Then it gives you 
your entitlements and controls you and makes you a slave.   Therefore, we 
can’t start in Washington to bring the right order.  Our nation is out of 
control because we are out of control.   We need the wisdom of God re-
stored to us to know how to govern ourselves and our families rather than 

trying to straighten out Washington first.   

 I believe God is about to give us a breakthrough on this thing.  He is 
about to bring us into an encounter with the Holy Spirit beyond charisma 
gifts and speaking in tongues.  The promise of the Holy Spirit was not 

 The Kingdom of 
God unifies all 
four for the pur-
pose of a nation 
that glorifies God. 
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about the charisma gifts.  It was about man receiving the Spirit that could 
govern his life.  The charismatic movement broke down because they 
made the giftings more important than the character.  That is behind every 
breakdown. God wants character and the level of how you govern your 
own life established before you move in the dynamic of the Holy Spirit 
and minister to others.  We have neglected the duty to disciple people in 
how to govern their lives.  We don’t just give them scriptures to believe.  
We disciple with truth, not just scripture.  Washington used a scripture 
recently, but it was not presented in truth.   A disciple is one committed to 
the One who spoke the scripture and therefore follows through.  The min-
ute he begins to do what he heard, it becomes truth.  “If you continue in 
my word, you are my disciple indeed and you shall know the truth and the 

truth shall make you free.”  I can give you scriptures but if you are not 
committed to the Lord, when you hear you will just get scripture, but you 

won’t get truth.  If you don’t get truth, your mind does not get renewed.  

 The highest goal for an individual is not min-
istry but coming out of the old into the new and 
governing his life according to the new.  What 
does it avail if you jump into ministry and do not 
have any self government in your life?  The new 

covenant is not first about charisma gifts.  It is 

about an internal power in us to govern our 

lives in any given situation under the moral laws of God.  That is the 
witness.  A man who is not born again is under the dominion of sin.  His 
nature is sin.  He cannot do anything righteous.  He cannot help himself.  
He has a will, but he can only make choices in line with his nature.  When 
he is born again and receives the Spirit, sin loses its dominion.  Sin can 
never have dominion again because the man is now a slave to righteous-
ness.  However, the man can be tempted because he has issues.  Though 
not under the dominion of sin, a man can yield his body to the temptation 
of sin because he still has issues that must be yielded to righteousness.  
Life’s goal is to keep moving in the dominion of God from righteousness 
to righteousness until temptation loses its lure and sin cannot draw him 
back.  It is a lifetime journey of overcoming sin by the power of the Spirit.  
In our walk with God, the power of the Spirit continues to free us from 
our issues.  As we continue in righteousness, even our motives are con-
fronted:  Why did you do what you did?  Why did you say what you said?  
Even our motives are confronted so that we can be free from sin.  Whom 

the Son sets free is free indeed.               

 The whole Christian walk is freedom, not freedom to go do what we 
want to do but freedom from sin.  When a man sets his mind on the things 

 The promise of 
the Holy Spirit 
was about man 
receiving the 
Spirit that could 
govern his life.  
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of the flesh, his mind becomes hostile to God.  Like a man does not want 
any moral laws from Washington, nor any of God’s commandments 
posted on our justice halls.  A man in the flesh is going to set his mind on 
the things of the flesh.  A carnally minded man cannot receive the things 
of the Spirit of God.  When a man is born again, he comes out of the flesh 
and into the Spirit.  If he is in the Spirit, he sets his mind on the things of 
the Spirit and his mind is subject to God and the laws of God.  If we are 
born again, we are in the Spirit, legally, the finished work of Christ.  
When we are in the Spirit, we become spiritually minded and our minds 
are renewed so that we won’t be shaped like the world anymore and we 
can know the will of God.  When we are in the Spirit, we can never be in 
the flesh, but we can be tempted by the flesh.  So the word says to not 
yield our members to the flesh to do the deeds of the flesh but through the 
Spirit mortify and bring the flesh under submission.  We can overcome 
anything of the flesh by the power of the Spirit.  In the Spirit, our minds 
can be renewed spiritually and we no longer have to be naturally or car-

nally minded.  Being born again brings new desires 
to yield yourself to God as in Romans 1 and 2 so 
that we can be transformed, changed from the in-
side to the outside, by the renewing of our mind.  
Then we can prove what is the good and acceptable 
will of God and bring ourselves continually into the 

order of God.  Then we can govern our lives under the moral laws of God 

in any situation.   

 Governing our lives is what each of us individually should be pressing 
toward, rather than a great spiritual gift or ministry.  What good is it if we 
have a charisma gift that blesses people if our character hurts people?  The 
Spirit of God is more important in our lives for self-government than for 
moving in charisma gifts.   People ought to be discipled first in character.  
We have lost the wisdom of how to disciple people.  A six week disciple-
ship class won’t get the job done.  People are discipled through life.  Peo-
ple are discipled through relationships. They are discipled by men and 
women of value. We can teach people what we know, but it is through 
relationship that people’s values are changed, and people do not change if 

their values are not changed.   

 We are not the old man, Adam, but the new man is Christ.  Since we 
are in the new man, we need to put off the deeds of the old man, (Eph 
4:25). When we put on the new, we put on Christ.  What God is about to 
help us do is to come out of everything of the old and come into the new 
life.  In Philipians 3, Paul tells everything he was in the flesh and gives his 
credentials when he was in the old man and had his own righteousness.  

 We can over-
come anything 
of the flesh by 
the power of 
the Spirit.   
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Then in Phil. 3:7-10, he states his progression as a new man in Christ.   
But whatever things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. But 

no, rather, I also count all things to be loss for the excellency of the 

knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have suffered the 

loss of all things, and count them to be dung, so that I may win Christ  and 

be found in Him; not having my own righteousness, which is of the Law, 

but through the faith of Christ, the righteousness of God by faith, that I 

may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of 

His sufferings, being made conformable to His death.  Verse 10 should be 
the cry of our hearts.  We must know Him to be resurrected from the old 
life into the new until we experience the final resurrection.  This is not 
talking about sitting around and waiting for the last resurrection.  This is 
talking about while we live, we come out of the old through death and 
come into the new by resurrection. That is the mark for all of us, not that 
we do great things for God, but that we press toward the mark of the res-
urrected, new life.  We press toward the new life. Though we cannot be 
perfect until the final resurrection, we can be mature.  Our goal is to be 

free of the old life.   

 In Matthew 7, two men built a house.  One dug deep and laid his 
foundation upon rock.  This man was commit-
ted to do and govern his life according to what 
he heard.  The context of this scripture was 
those that heard what Jesus taught and took 
action accordingly. The winds and storms of 
life are not what destroy us.  The other man 
heard but rebelled and built his house upon the 
shifting sands of humanism.  His house fell in the storms.  A fall comes 
according to how we build.  It is the right foundation and how we are built 
that is essential.  If we build only wood, hay and stubble, that is because 
our character does not match the truth we know.  Instead, we must build 
what cannot be shaken.  If our lives are built according to the order of 
God, the storms of life can come but will not destroy us.  We have re-
ceived an unshakeable Kingdom.  Don’t blame your defeats on your cir-
cumstances.  Examine how you are built.  Seeking the Kingdom of God is 

about seeking God’s order and governing your life accordingly. 

 I think we are going to have an incredible reformation.  There is a coura-
geous spirit coming on us that is not going to flinch in adversity or whine when 
tempted.  Greater is He that is in us.  We are predestined not for heaven but for 
the image of Christ.  We can govern our lives in the order of God under any cir-
cumstance, just as Jesus demonstrated.  Then we can expect the same signs to 
follow:  we too will deliver, cast out devils and heal the sick.   Phil 3:13  My 

brothers, I do not count myself to have taken possession, but one thing I do, for-

 Seeking the Kingdom 
of God is about seek-
ing God’s order and 
governing your life 
accordingly. 
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getting the things behind and reaching forward to the things before. 14  I press 
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.  The high 
calling is not about being called to ministry or such; this calling is to govern our 
lives under the moral laws of God.  Our whole life should be pressing toward this 

liberty of God, free from the controls of the old man.   

 When I was young I was taught to live right so I could go to heaven, but 
heaven was never the goal.  The mark is that I look like the pattern.  Jesus did not 
come to have a great ministry or heal or save or cast out devils.  He came to gov-
ern His life under the commands of God, but in governing His life under the com-
mands of God, He did all that.  His statement was that He had come to do the will 
of His Father.  I believe if we come under the right order of self-government, all 
these other things will happen.  Seek first the pattern and all the other things will 

be added.   

 If we govern our own lives, then we can govern families, then we can set the 
house of God in order and move from the family church to the Ecclesia, a govern-

ment with authority. 

(This article was taken from a teaching given by Simon Purvis.  For CDs of Pastor Purvis’ 
messages or to contact him about speaking engagements or to purchase his 160 page 
study manual on the Kingdom of God, call Word of Life Church at 936-639-2000;   Email: 

wol-luf@consolidated.net) 

     Revelation 1:3 reads, “God blesses the one who reads the 

words of this prophecy to the church, and He blesses all who lis-

ten to its message and obey what it says, for the time is near.” In 

Luke 11:28 Jesus said, “But even more blessed are all who hear 

the words of God and put it into practice.” (NLT). Throughout 

the Bible we find many words that serve as keys to the blessings 
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of God, if we put them into action. This is the year for the end time out-
pouring of His blessings. This is the hour to put God’s words of power 

into practice to release His blessing. 

     It is God’s eternal will to bless his redeemed people, especially in these 
last days.  From the beginning God personally demonstrated His desire to 
be a blessing. He came daily to the Garden of Eden to fellowship with 
Adam and Eve where He showed His concern for their welfare. He re-
vealed new blessings He had in store for them out of the archives of 
heaven. Unlimited blessings were stored up for man, if he obeyed the 
word of God. We know that Adam and Eve failed the test. As a result sin, 
disobedience, and demonic strongholds cut them off from the blessings of 
God.  The restoring of these blessings is possible if sin, disobedience, and 

demonic strongholds are overcome. God made a 

way for this to happen.  

     Sin is a major hindrance to experiencing God’s 
blessings.  Sin becomes a dam that stops the flow 
of God’s approval. James 1:12 says that God 
blesses those who patiently endure testing and 

temptations. Verse 14 says that temptation comes from our own desires, 
which entice us and drag us away. These desires give birth to sinful ac-
tions. When sin is allowed to grow, it gives birth to death (separation from 

God and His blessings).    

      Another hindrance to God’s blessings is disobedience. The Israelites, 
whom God delivered from Egypt, were disobedient in the wilderness; so 
God forbade that generation from entering the promised land and inherit-
ing the blessings and rewards of His rest.  God requires obedience, if we 
are to witness His blessings. God said that if we are willing and obedient 
we shall eat the good of the land (Isaiah 1:19).  Read Deuteronomy 28 for 

a list of His blessings.  

     Sin and disobedience open up the soul of man for demonic strongholds 
that hinder the blessings of the Lord. Cain became very angry toward his 
brother, Abel; because, God accepted Abel’s offering and not his. God 
responds to Cain’s anger in Genesis 4:6-7, “Why are you angry?... Why 

do you look so dejected? You will be accepted (blessed) if you do what is 

right. But if you refuse to do what is right, then watch out! sin is crouch-

ing at the door, eager to control you…). Anger, resentment, revenge, etc. 
become strongholds that lead to demonic control that separate us from 

God’s approval and blessings. 

     Throughout the Old Testament we find God laying a foundation to 

 Unlimited bless-
ings were stored 
up for man, if 
he obeyed the 
word of God.  
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pour out His blessings to those who will respond. Genesis 12:1-3 God 
calls Abraham out to establish a new direction for His redemptive plan.  
God promised to bless him, make him a blessing, and be a focal point for 
blessing the whole world.  Abraham was obedient to the call and became 
the father of many nations. Abraham was a Hebrew, but he opened up 

God’s blessings to the Gentiles. 

     Another major release of blessings came in Numbers 6:22-27, “The 
Lord said to Moses, ‘Tell Aaron and his sons to bless the people of Israel 

with this special blessing: May the Lord bless you and protect you. May 

the Lord smile on you and be gracious to you. May the Lord show you his 

favor and give you His peace.’ Whenever Aaron and his sons bless the 

people of Israel in My Name, I myself will bless them.”  This is a priestly 
blessing. God has made us priests. We are given command to bless the 

people in our lives in His Name. Speak a blessing 
over your spouse, children, family, co-workers, 
church family and government leaders, etc. in the 
name of the Lord.  This will release the blessings 

of the Lord on you as well as those around you.  

    Next David released kingly blessings through 
the decrees and declarations of the Psalms and his acts as king. An exam-
ple is Psalm 1:1-3, “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the 

ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scorn-

ful, but  his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates 

day and night. He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water that 

bring forth its fruit in its season. Whose leaf also shall not wither; and 

whatever he does shall prosper.”  Jesus is our king, established on the 
throne of David, who brings blessings to those who walk in his steps and 

obey His commands.  

     The prophets of the Old Testament declared prophetic blessings from 
the Lord. In Isaiah 30:18 the prophet said, “So the Lord must wait for you 

to come to Him so he can show you His love and compassion. For the 

Lord is a faithful God. Blessed are those who wait for His help.” There 
are things we must do to activate God’s blessing. In Ezekiel 34:25-26, 
God says, “I will make a covenant of peace with my people…. I will bless 

my people and their homes around my holy hill. And in the proper season 

I will send the showers they need. There will be showers of blessing.” It is 
God’s desire to release His prophetic blessing on those who obey and acti-

vate His words of redeeming regenerating power. 

     Let me share with you at least twelve words in the Bible that, if acti-
vated and put into practice, will release the blessings of God. First is 

 We are given 
command to 
bless the people 
in our lives in His 
Name.  



SEEC  Magazine          17                                June/July 2012   

FAITH. “Without faith it is impossible to please God” (Hebrews 11:6). 
Romans 5:2 says, “Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into this 
place of undeserved privilege (blessing, grace, and favor) where we now 

stand, and we confidently and joyfully look forward to sharing God’s 

glory (exulted place of fulfillment).” Activated faith removed the barriers 

to the free flow of God’s blessings. Faith is an action word to be activated. 

     The second word is HOPE. Hope is confidence in the future founded 
on the promises of God. Colossians 1:27, “… Christ in you is the hope of 
glory (right to share all the blessings of God).” Hope established in us 
will, through Christ, give us all the privileges of heaven’s resources. 
1Peter 1:3 says that we have a living hope because of what Jesus has 
done. Hebrews 3:6 says that we are to keep our courage and remain confi-
dent in our hope in Christ. Hope in His promises gives us assurance that 

we are heirs to His storehouse of blessings.        

 In Galatians 5:22, the Fruit of the Holy Spirit contains nine words that 
release blessings.  LOVE is the foundation of all God has done to release 
His blessing on the redeemed. Jesus said If we 
would love God, our neighbor, and our enemy; 
we would be blessed (Matt. 22: 37-39; 5:43-
48). The JOY of the Lord is your strength 
(reward) (Nehemiah 8:10). Peter said it is joy 
inexpressible and full of glory (1 Peter 1:8).  
Joy releases His glorious blessings. PEACE is 
the word that stills storms, releases confidence, and builds assurance. Je-
sus said in John 14:27 He would give us a gift of peace the world could 
not give. It would be a peace void of anxiety and fear. PATIENCE is en-
durance, the ability to wait, and stay firm until one overcomes every situa-
tion he may face. God rewarded Job for his patience with a double return 
of all he lost (James 5:10-11). KINDNESS is sympathy and a pleasant 
nature toward those with which we live. God gives back to the kind an 
abundant blessing because of the seeds he sews. Boaz received blessings 
because he showed kindness to Ruth. They became the seed of the Mes-

siah (Book of Ruth).  

   GOODNESS and mercy are companion words that manifest the bless-
ings of God. David said in Psalm 23:6, “Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
Forever.” FAITHFULNESS is conforming exactly to an original stan-
dard or fact, being steadfast in allegiance and adhering to one’s obliga-
tions. Jesus said that the Kingdom of Heaven was like a man going off on 
journey and trusting his money to his servants. Those who were faithful 

 God gives back to 
the kind an abun-
dant blessing be-
cause of the seeds 
he sews.  
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received rewards, but the unfaithful ones did not (Matthew 25). GEN-
TLENESS is being considerate and agreeable, having a friendly and so-
ciable disposition, not striving. Paul tells Titus in Titus 3:1-2 to tell the 
Christians at Crete to be submissive, obedient, and ready to be good. Do 
not slander, but avoid quarreling and be gentle and show humility.  The 
last word in the Spiritual Fruit list is SELF-CONTROL which is a disci-
pline word, having control over one’s impulses, emotions, and acts, pos-
sessing a sound mind. Paul tells Timothy to run from all evil and pursue 
righteousness with faith, love, perseverance and gentleness (1 Timothy 

6:11). Doing this will bring God’s blessings.  

     The twelfth word is FAVOR which opens up the practice of all the 
other words. Favor is a manifestation of God’s grace which means, 
“unmerited favor”. Webster says that “Grace is divine nature working in 

us to make us pure and morally strong.” Favor releases His blessings.  

     Paul summarizes these words in 1Cor 13:13, “Three things will last 
forever-faith, hope and love–and the greatest of these is love (the fruit of 
the Holy Spirit). These words become stepping stones in a path to releas-
ing the blessings of God. John said in his third epistle, “Beloved, I pray 
that you may prosper in all things and be in health just as your soul pros-

pers.” The blessings of God are set free as we activate our soul in the 
practice of these words. These words are not the only keys to God’s bless-
ings, but they are a good start. God’s blessings come in many forms and 
are manifested as we need them in certain situations. These are the days 
when we must do all we can to release God’s presence and benefits as we 
face the challenges of the last days. God is calling us to spiritual prepara-
tion and warfare. As we do, He will release His blessings of provision, 

strength, anointing, and direction. 

(Dr. Elwyn Lewis and his wife, Mavis, are overseers of Kingdom Living Church Ministries 
International. KLCMI is Five Fold teaching and mentoring ministry. Contact: [New Address] 
3003 S. Peach Hollow Circle, Pearland, TX 77584 * 713-436-3394: el-
wynlewis1@sbcglobal.net ) 

May the Lord bless you and prosper you for sowing 

into the ministry of Marty & Kathy Gabler. 
 

Lk 4:43 "I must preach the kingdom of God to the other cities also,  
for I was sent for this purpose."  

 

  Phi 1:5  [I thank my God] for your fellowship (your sympathetic coop-
eration and contributions and partnership) in advancing the good 
news (the Gospel)... (Amplified) 

suggested donation to help with  

publication and postage is 15.00/year. 
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          We are born into the Kingdom of God so we can  partici-

pate as sons in the increase of His government and peace in this 

earth as it is in heaven.  The key to accomplishing that is doing 

what we see the Father doing.  One thing we can confidently ex-

pect Father to do is heal.  Healing is the result of God’s govern-

ment bringing order to a body or life. 

  Mark 16 tells us to expect to participate in healing. Verse 17 reads, 
"These signs will accompany those who believe: in My name they will 

“cast out demons,  they will speak with new tongues;  18, They shall take 

up serpents,  [which means to take away, to remove] and if they drink any 
deadly {poison} it will not hurt them; [dominion and authority over every 
obstacle or eventuality] and they will lay hands on the sick, and they will 
recover."   That is amazingly plain, and yet it is amazingly foreign to so 
many believers.  Healing should be a part of our lives and a normal  ex-
pectation just because we are believers!  If healing is not part of our ex-
pectation, then thank God we can repent.  We can see the truth of this 
scripture and reconsider and realize the power and potential  that is within 

our reach.    

 Actually it is essential that we repent and realize our potential  be-
cause it is also plain in Scripture that we are not to ignore potential that 
God gives us.  If we consider our potential as optional, we will suffer loss.  
In Matt 25:15-30, Jesus told a parable to explain the Kingdom saying it is 
like a man who gave his servants talents.  The different amount to each, 5, 
2 and 1, indicated different potential for each.  They all knew the Master’s  



SEEC  Magazine          20                                June/July 2012   

 

order and expectations, yet only two of them reached and increased their 
potential as the Master desired.  The man with one talent  handed the Mas-
ter his money back,  thereby saying I didn’t do things your way or reach 
my potential, but you haven’t lost anything. He evidently thought he had 
the option of fearing failure more than the waste of potential; so he lost 
everything.  Benny Hinn might be an example of someone with five tal-
ents and a great understanding of how to wield God’s governmental au-
thority, but we all have the potential to heal and manifest  the will of God  
in this earth!  That’s Kingdom thinking and we dare not think it is an op-

tion. 

GOD’s WAYS: 

 The first step to align with and submit to God’s way or His order is to 
realize that obedience is not an option.  Living a Spirit-governed life 
means walking in obedience.  I have heard people talk about the 
“permissive” will of God.  If we operate on the concept of the permissive 
will of God,  we are negotiating down from His perfect will and we are  
deliberately not  intending to obey.  God is faithful to work all things to-
gether for good for those who love Him and are called according to His 
purpose (Rom. 8:28).  That scripture does not obligate God to work out 

our deliberate disobedience.  Obedience is essen-
tial to Kingdom life: Matt 7:21, “Not everyone 
who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the king-

dom of heaven, but he who does the will of My 

Father .  What is required to enter the Kingdom 
is serious obedience, doing what the Father wills. 
We do not have the option of doing churchy-

things or even God-things instead of walking in obedience:  Matt 7:22, 
The Message:  'Master, we preached the Message, we bashed the demons, 

our God-sponsored projects had everyone talking.  But  Jesus answered 

them saying:  depart from me, you who practice lawlessness, I never knew 

you.  If we try to do signs and wonders just because we are  good little 
Christians, all we’ll get is a hernia.  To get Kingdom results, we have to 
do what the Father is doing, and it takes a son in close relationship with 
his father to know what Father is sanctioning.  So, there can be no  real 

obedience without real relationship between Father and son. 

GOD’s MEANS: 

 Of course, a son is also the believer that signs will follow as men-
tioned in Mark 16.  Specifically, the signs following are, ”they will lay 

hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 

 There can be no  
real  obedience 
without real rela-
tionship between 
Father and son. 
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 Recently, I began to consider the act of laying on hands. It doesn’t 
mention prayer or asking God to do anything.  I’m not saying we cannot 
pray.  Paul in Acts 28:8 first prayed then laid hands and healed the man.  
However, there is no mention of Jesus ever petitioning God for healing.  
He simply went about healing the sick.  That makes me wonder if laying 
on of hands is possibly a power-act in itself.  Could it be that the laying on 
of hands is a literal act of agreement and the power of agreement opens 
the situation up to the will and government of God?  Agreement is a gov-
ernmental force in heaven and earth according to Matt 18:18,19:  "Truly I 
say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven; 

and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.   

"Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about anything that 

they may ask, it shall be done for them by My Father who is in heaven.  

 Or is the obedient son carrying the power and authority of God as 

Luke 9:1 states: Jesus called the twelve disciples together and gave 

them power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, . 

. . preach the Kingdom of God and to heal the sick?  Could it be  that in 
the touch there is a literal impartation of power and authority from one 
vessel to another, like the contact between Jesus and the woman with the 
issue of blood?  I ask these questions not because 
I know the answers, but because I wonder if 
we’ve minimized our effect by mixing every-
thing but the kitchen sink in with the gunpowder 
God’s given us!  I wonder if we sometimes com-
plicate our instructions and belabor the mission,  (trying to cover our 
bases), when we are supposed to simply lay hands on the sick.  I like thor-
ough and radical, but sometimes simple is better.  Is it possible we could 
simply lay a hand on someone and they could walk away healed?  If that’s 

the case, we might do that in Walmart, if Father SANCTIONS it.  

 Of course there are other means of healing in the scripture also: 1)  
Calling the elders and anointing with oil and pray the prayer of faith Js 
5:14,15, 2); Confess our faults and pray for one another (Js 5:16, 3); Make 
Healing Declarations (Acts 3:6, Mat 8:13); and apply a prayer cloth (Acts 
19:11,12).  Most reading this list have experienced them all, so that begs 
the question:  What can we learn about God’s ways and means if we do 
our best to walk in obedience but there are no signs following and we are 

just left to wonder?   

Why are there times when we do not see Kingdom results? 

 One possible answer is that some healings may require a unique obedience, 
so we wait for Father’s unique instructions.  For example, I heard Bro. Shambach 

 Some healings may 
require a unique 
obedience. 
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say he prayed over a box of candy that brought deliverance to a woman in a men-
tal institution when she ate it.  That was a unique obedience rather than a format 
to anoint candy.  We will run into unique obediences because there will continue 
to be unique sets of variables in people’s lives.  There were those that Jesus 
healed that required a unique obedience.   He obviously stuck to the priority of 
doing what Father was doing or He would not  make mud for one man’s eyes and 
spit on another man’s eyes.  The man at the pool of Bethesda was a unique obedi-
ence because that man was a case.  Jesus did not ask everybody, "Do you wish to 
get well?" It sounds like he never even got wet in 38 years.  The fact that Jesus 
asked, "Do you wish to get well?” indicated the man’s physical condition was 
rooted in his soul.  He didn’t even answer he wanted to get well.  Instead, he just 
rehearsed his sense of injustice and blamed others, which gives us a glimpse of 
his soul issues.  If Jesus had laid hands on him he would have been healed physi-
cally, but he would have the same door open in his character and soul.  Therefore, 
his problem would not be solved for long.  So, Jesus said, "Get up, pick up your 

pallet and walk.,” and  "you have become well; do not sin anymore, so that noth-

ing worse happens to you."   The uniqueness of his healing was that it  pivoted on 
his taking action and tearing down some strongholds in his soul. Healing can be 
blocked by strongholds that house and guard illness like guilt, judgment, fear, 
stress, anger, unbelief and unforgiveness.  These things actually give trouble legal 
access to you and your house.  The variables in healing are always about the re-
ceiver.  That’s not an indictment, just a fact, but God will utilize them to get us 

beyond healing to health and wholeness whenever we cooperate. 

 A second possibility why we are not seeing Kingdom results is tim-
ing.  “They will recover” does not always mean immediately.  When heal-
ing involves surgery of the soul, it may take awhile. Here’s where we ei-
ther grow up or hit the wall.  Sometimes we have to outlive the process 
healing requires.  Outliving the process will involve fighting off discour-
agement and condemnation and beginning-of-the-end scenarios and the 
fear of getting worse, among other visitors.  One of the most effectual 

“outliving” strategies while you wait on recovery is to get others healed. 

 A third possibility why we are not seeing Kingdom results in some cases is 
that a healing may be one battle in a bigger war that  actually has unseen priori-
ties.  Before our daughter, Melissa, was born, I asked God for healing of two 
bloodline issues: asthma and kidney problems.  Before she was two, we were in 
Texas Children’s hospital with both problems.  I was one disappointed, angry 
camper.  All I could think was, ‘God I only asked you for two things. Could you 
not do just two little things?’ I would not give voice to my anger at first, and all I 

was praying was that they would find some medicine and not mention surgery. 

 On the third day of testing they sent us for nuclear x-rays.  A headache hit 
me as I waited.  When they handed Melissa back to me, I barely got to the room 
before I threw up my toenails.  Then I eased back to my cot and just lay there 
with my eyes closed.  The doctor came in to talk with me.  It hurt to move, so I 
just laid there trying to keep my eyes open.  He said they would need to do sur-
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gery on Melissa’s kidney the next morning.  I just closed my eyes because my 
head was hurting too bad to cry.  The doctor said, “Ms. Gabler, Melissa’s going 
to be fine, but I’m worried about you.”  I thought, ‘Here’s a perceptive man’ be-

cause he was talking to a woman ready to have a throw down with God. 

 When the doctor left, Melissa got up off the cot where she had been sitting 
and suddenly, I felt a little hand on my head and I heard a little voice saying, 
“Jesus, heal my momma.” Tears burned my eyes as the pain left, and that made 
me madder!  Silently, I railed, “You’ll answer her prayer, but you ignore mine.  
What is wrong with You, God?  Well, just do things however You want from 
here on out. I won’t be bothering to pray anymore!”  I stayed angry over this for 
five years and had the ulcers to prove it.  Once I asked Him what that experience 
was about and He simply answered, “I was there.”  That lit my fire again!  “A fat 
lot of good it did me for You to be there, You didn’t intervene one time!  You’re 

the Healer, what’s wrong with You?” 

 After five years, I came to my senses and acknowledged God could not be 
less than faithful and could not fail and He made some things plain for me.  
Melissa recovered well and He was there to see that she did, but Melissa’s heal-
ing was just one of the issues in that situation.  He made me understand that I had 
not prayed in faith; rather I had prayed what I feared the most.  A miracle at any 
point in that experience would have left the stronghold of fear in me and my 
house.  Father had to let me face my fears to overcome them because I could not 
take fear where I was destined to go.  What appeared to be a life-and-death battle 
over Melissa’s health, was actually a WAR over her heritage.  FEAR could not be 

her LEGACY! 

 Doing what the Father is doing will pivot around His wise priorities.  Coop-
eration is key to healing, health and wholeness, as well as the signs and wonders 
on the way there.  Whether you are on the upside of the spectrum, healing people 
with signs accompanying you right now, or if you are on the downside surviving 
the process of recovery yourself, or somewhere between, you are still a son that 
can think Kingdom and do what the Father’s doing.  Don’t let your battles or 

physical issues disqualify you!  (Let’s not add STUPID to our load.)   

 READ ALOUD:  His healing power and authority and my obedience do 

not hinge on my condition or circumstances! 

 In Matt 13:51, Jesus had been teaching about the Kingdom, then He asked 
the disciples, “Are you starting to get a handle on all this?”  They Answered, 
“Yes.”  He said, “Then you see how every student well-trained in God’s 

(Authority) is like the owner of a general store who can put his hands on anything 

you need . . . exactly when you need it.”  (The MESSAGE)   God, help us to get a 
handle on this and think like sons, confidently doing what we see the Father do-

ing. 

(The complete message of Healing: God’s Ways And Means is from a seminar taught by 
Kathy and is on two CDs. If you would like to order them, contact us at 

mail@seecministries.org) 
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Paul speaks of grace 

and apostleship in Ro-

mans 1:1-5-  Paul, a 

bondservant of Jesus 

Christ, called as an 

apostle, set apart unto 

the gospel of God,which 

He promised before 

through His prophets in 

the Holy Scriptures, 

concerning His Son Je-

sus Christ our Lord, who 

was born of the seed of the David according to the flesh, and declared to be the 

Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection 

from the dead. Through Him we have received GRACE and APOSTLESHIP 

for obedience to the faith among all nations for His name, among whom you 

also are the called of Jesus Christ... 

 In the last article I endeavored to share about spiritual infrastructure, or the 
way a city works with all its various departments, etc. This time I want to share 
on what I believe is part of the infrastructure, or new wineskin, that the Father is 
bringing forth today.  (I will be sharing some personal inferences just for the pur-
pose of relating this to you in a practical, real way.)  I believe we are in the awak-
ening of a great apostolic reformation in which the Father is bringing to light 
things that have been hidden for a long time, but are ready to be manifested!  The 
apostolic commission that I speak of is not to be confused with what many call 
the "Great Commission", although, the apostolic commission is part of it.  I want 
to emphasize the "apostolic commission" as the extension of the kingdom man-
date, to "go and make disciples of all nations...".  The apostolic commission is the 
"rebirth" of the apostolic ministry of Jesus Christ in the earth today, as the head 
of the body, the church, and The Apostle and High Priest of our confession...
(Eph. 1:22,23; Heb. 3;1)  There is no other foundation that can be laid, which is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ! (I.Co. 3:10)  Since Jesus Christ is the founder and 
builder (master architect) of the church, we must honor Him as the Son of 
God! Heb. 3:6- "but Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house we are if 

we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope to the end."   

 Many are trying to build the church today without the blueprint, therefore, 
they are building organizations, corporations, buildings, programs, etc. and call-
ing it the church!  The church that Jesus is building is relational, that is, built on 
the knowledge of who Jesus Christ is, the Son of God! Jesus Christ was declared 
to be the Son of God "with power according to the spirit of holiness, by the resur-
rection from the dead,.." There is what I call, the "gospel of according 
to..."  There are actually around 60 or more "according to" in the New Testa-
ment!   A couple of these accordings in the book of Ephesians that you may rec-
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ognize are Eph. 1:9,19-"having made known to us the mystery of His will, ac-
cording to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself… and what is the 
exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the work-
ing of His mighty power..." Eph. 3:20- "Now to Him who is able to do exceed-
ingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that 

works in us..."  

  We will look at Paul the apostle's apostolic call and commission as it relates 
to the foundation of the early church, and how apostleship is being restored today 
in balance to the scriptures.  Paul's calling was that of "the apostle to the Gen-
tiles." (Romans 11:13) In his opening letter to the Romans, he identifies himself 
as a "bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, and set apart unto the 
gospel of God..." Let's look at the pattern of His calling in scrip-
ture:  Gal.1:15,16a-  “But when He who had set me apart, even from my mother's 
womb, and called me through His grace, was pleased to reveal His Son in me, 
that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with 
flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before 
me;  but I went away to Arabia, and returned once more to Damas-
cus.” The  scriptures go on to declare that after "three" years He went up to Jeru-
salem to meet Peter, and then fourteen years later went back up to Jerusalem for 
the council concerning circumcision.  So, this is "17" years that the calling is be-
ing fulfilled in the commission!  One might say, "17 years, I couldn't wait that 
long.”  That's because we are so used today to getting a "call to ministry," going 
to Bible college from 2-4 years, and then seeking a pastorate.  How sad, that even 
in 2012, we still "have not many fathers." We have ten thousand instructors 
teaching, but we have few fathers imparting the spirit of sonship concerning  min-
istry.  We have seen ministry as simply performance, or being used of God, in-

stead of knowing "who we are" because of the voice of a ministry father!   

 By this time, Paul has been set apart unto His apostolic commission in Acts 
13 in the church at Antioch and by Acts 16, the apostolic ministry of Jesus Christ 
is going forth full steam ahead.  Yet, it is because of His apostolic calling and 
career that He is able to begin reproducing in ministry sons and seeing churches 
and cities established in the gospel of the Kingdom! By the time the church at 
Corinth was birthed, Paul was dealing with false apostles and many problems that 
come with the apostolic call.  In 1Co. 9:1,2, Paul writes, "Am I not free?  Am I 
not an apostle?  Have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord?  If to others I am not an 
apostle, at least I am to you; for you are the seal of my apostleship in the 
Lord.  Paul is now having to defend His apostleship!  He says in verse 17- "For If 
I do this voluntarily, I have a reward;  but if against my will, I have a stewardship 
entrusted to me."  In other words, He was saying, "I still have an administration 
of the apostolic to fulfill, and even if I don't like what's going on, I am committed 
to the cause!"  Where is this today?  Many give up so easily, just because of some 
persecution or tribulation.  What do we expect?  Later on, in his second letter to 
the Corinthians, He said in chapter 6:11-13-"Our mouth has spoken freely to 
you, O Corinthians, our heart is opened wide.  You are not restrained by us, but 
you are restrained in your own affections (bowels-inward parts).  Now in like 
exchange—I speak as to children, open wide to us."  In 2 Cor.10:3,4, He is talk-
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ing about the apostolic warfare:  "For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war 
according to the flesh, for the weapons of our warfare [strateia- military service, 
i.e (fig.) the apostolic career as one of hardship and danger; to serve in a military 
campaign;  to execute the apostolate (with its arduous duties and functions), to 
contend with carnal inclinations:  soldier, (go to) war (-fare)], are not of the flesh 
(carnal), but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses 
(strongholds)."  He gives description to what it means to suffer as an apostle in 2 
Cor. 11:23-27 and then in verse 28 says, "Apart from such external things [the 
things unmentioned], there is the daily pressure upon me of concern for all the 
churches."  Then, he validates this with these two verses:  2 Co. 12:12- “The 
signs of a true apostle were performed among you with all perseverance, by signs 
and wonders and miracles.”  2 Co. 13:9-  For we rejoice when we ourselves are 

weak but you are strong;  this we also pray for, that you be made complete.” 

 The true spirit of apostleship is found in relationship and stewardship!  “Let a 
man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries 
of God.” (I. Co.4:1,2) Today we are seeing the restoration of true apostolic minis-
try in the church, as well as prophets and teachers.  The church has primarily 
known pastors and evangelists.  Thank God, we are coming into the "full" coun-
sel of God.  Apostolic fathers are pioneering the way for relational apostles and 
prophets to come forth in the administration of God's kingdom.  Some 12-13 
years ago, the Lord set apart Pam and I into what we have called, our (new) apos-
tolic campaign.  Every year in July through the next June, we begin a new course 
and spiritual season in fulfilling an administration.  This year, we felt the Lord 
saying, "It is time for not just an apostolic call or campaign, but an "apostolic 
commission!" This June 7 marks "38" years from my car accident that the Father 
placed His "call" upon me for sonship,"35" years in ministry, and "30" years in 
"fulltime" service in His kingdom.  Pam and I will soon be into our 30th year of 
marriage and joined together in this life for grace and apostleship.  We too have 
suffered the loss of many things, and at times thought all was lost!  But thanks be 
to God, who always leads us into His triumph in Christ...(2 Co. 2:12)  We believe 
this year of 2012, especially the second half of this year, is pivotal and crucial to 
the fulfilling of God's plan for His people.  Let's join our hearts and spirits into 
the renewal of apostolic ministry today by coming into alignment with the Son of 
God in the heavens, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession. (Heb. 3:1)  I 
would like to finish this article in Romans 16:25-27:  "Now to Him who is able to 
establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according 
to the revelation of the mystery which has been kept secret for long ages past, but 
now is manifested, and by the prophetic scriptures, according to the command-
ment of the eternal God, has been made known to all the nations, leading to obe-
dience of faith;  to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be the glory for-

ever.  Amen.” 

(Jim Becton currently serves as Overseeing Apostle of "Father’s Heart Houston", an apostolic-based 
ministry to encourage and equip pastors and leaders with the "heart of the Father.” Jim and His wife 
Pam have a vision to see "generational leaders" trained and raised up with the "sound of the Lord" to 
connect churches and cities with the Kingdom of God. Contact Jim for teaching and training at 

eaglesvision@att.net * Blog Page: jimbecton.com * Jim is also on Facebook.) 
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 You are not 

without influence. 

Each and every 

person, each and 

every entity (e.g., a 

church, an apos-

tolic network, a 

training center) 

has some degree of 

influence with 

some number of 

people. God will, 

at some point, in 

some manner, begin to emphasize the sphere of influence of a person 

and of a local house (church).  He will begin to bring the type of influ-

ence and the degree of influence into our thinking and consideration so 

that He can enlarge that sphere for wider effectiveness.  

 Seasonally, individuals and entities must re-evaluate the type and degree of 
influence we have upon culture and adjust for the coming season (Gen 13:14-17; 
Acts 9:1-6; 10:11-15). Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the 

curtains of thine habitations: spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy 

stakes; (Isa 54:2 KJV) It is obvious (by consideration of God’s nature [creative, 
growth, maturity, increase] and by Scriptural principle) that God desires each of 
our spheres of influence to increase. It is also obvious that some degree of effort 
and participation on our part is expected by the terms used in v.2: enlarge, stretch, 
spare not, lengthen, strengthen. While I do realize that this portion of Scripture 
was written to Israel concerning the building up of Jerusalem, I do not discount it 
because it was also written and preserved for us today; and the nature and princi-

ples of our Lord are timeless (Rom 15:4; 1Co 10:11). 

Enlarge And Stretch Forth 

 It is this writer’s conviction that the term “them” of v.2 is with reference to  
the term “children” in v.1. The expectant (by facilitation, not by accident) coming 
into place of those “children” and the increasing number of “them” is the reason of 
necessity to enlarge, stretch, spare not, lengthen, and strengthen (whether they be 
biological children or spiritual sons/daughters makes no difference). I believe it is 

with good reason that we count everyone within our sphere of 
influence as cause to enlarge our “tent” of edification/
facilitation whether we are affectionately disposed or not. We 
must extend our influence through more than biological chil-
dren to fulfill the mandate of Gen 1:28—Be fruitful and multi-

ply, and fill the earth, and subdue it. Our spiritual children 

should outnumber our natural. 
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 Through our children, our influence is extended into the future even after we 
have passed this life. Our children are a message that we send into the future. It is 
so very important for us, therefore, to be cognizantly, purposefully working on 
the legacy that we will leave; not just monetarily but theologically and philoso-
phically (Prov 17:6). Our children will carry into the future the volume or lack 
(compare 2K 17:41) of our value and belief system into the culture that they will 
function and have influence in. The degree of influence they have and the type of 

influence they have will be largely dependent upon our deposit in them.  

 According to the revelation of Prophet Isaiah, our children are to have a 
greater inheritance and influence than we have had (also Prov 13:22). That cannot 
happen without facilitation and that begins with the hearts of the fathers turned 
(by designed effort) to the children. Undeniable and lasting influence and facilita-
tion are by the blessing (by verbalization and by touch) of children by fathers. 
Abraham’s blessings are claimed by the descendants of both of his sons even to 
this day. Jacob’s blessings upon his 12 sons were evidenced by the proliferation 
of 12 entire tribes who still possess some of the most valuable and strategic prop-
erty on earth. The most powerful nations on earth have not been able to breach 
those God-ordained blessings. We see, therefore, the great significance of spiri-
tual fathers enlarging their tent to embrace persons whose natural fathers had no 
spiritual deposit for them. It is wise to note that Prophet Malachi shows our 
Lord’s desire not only for the hearts of the fathers to be turned to the children but 
also the hearts of the children to be turned to the fathers (Mal 4:6). It would seem 

to be a two-way street of children reaching to fathers as well as visa-versa. 

Yielded Vessels 

 When Father pours into a vessel, He is not just going through actions hoping 
that some of it will stay. In keeping with His own principals, He looks to pour 
into “new wineskins” (Mt 9:17) so that the skin will stretch, or enlarge, and give 
in to the new wine and contain it without ruining the skin or losing the wine. It 
would appear that the old wineskin is set-up and dry and brittle while the new 
skin will yield to the movement of the fermenting wine. Yielding to newness is 
the ready-enlarging which increases beyond apparent capacity. The “new wine” 
of the Holy Spirit doesn’t just sit there; it has life in it and will push and move. 
Seasonally there is a new work of His Spirit the Lord wants to do in us and will 
do in us if He finds us yielding. The prophetic word does not just sit idle in us. It 

is a seed and a seed exists for the purpose of growing and developing fruit. 

 What is the story of the prodigal son about in Luke 15? It is about a father 
wanting his son to step into and operate in his true authority.  But the prodigal 
takes a direction that has nothing to do with the authority his father wills for him 
to walk in. His father’s desire for him would best suit him and would best prosper 
him and others, especially in the long haul. The son is after a bag of gold, think-
ing that would be the means to reach what his senses told him was desirable and 
attainable. The father had a far greater inheritance for the boy than the boy was 
able to see through his impatience and misconceived sense of injustice. Through 
his greatly lacking vision, the son sees his inheritance as existing in a bag of gold. 
That’s right folks, one simple bag of gold that is not self-replenishing. Just be-
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cause we can see something and the desire of it drives us, does not necessarily 

mean that “something” is what we are to aspire to.  

Alignment Before Assignment 

 The father gave the bag of gold to him. The prodigal (prodigal means 
“wasteful”) demands and takes what he does not have a metron over and handles 
it wastefully. A “metron” is a measure of rule or sphere of influence—2Co 10:13-
14). When he finished handling what his measure of rule and sphere of influence 
was not yet fitted for, it was all gone with absolutely nothing to show for all his 
desires and demands and striving. He had not yet yielded to training that would 
enable him to handle that particular gift profitably. It’s like trying to haul a dump 
truck load of dirt in a pickup. The greatest part of the dirt is spilt on the ground 
and the pickup breaks down under the heavy load it manages to hold. It doesn’t 
mean that he was never meant to handle bags of gold; it just means that he had 
not yet been disciplined for that size of metron. A caution to consider is that a 
person’s gift can take them to a place that their character cannot keep them. A 
person can manipulate people and work relationships and make others obligated 
to give them something that they want (e.g., a position, a title, an opportunity). 
But if it is not within their sphere of influence and ability to handle, it will be 
wasted. As with this prodigal, prodigals tend to add to their misdemeanours by 

damaging others on their gift-mishandling spree.  

 Paul’s wisdom to young Timothy was to first prove men who desired to be 
deacons before allowing them to serve tables! (1Tim 3:10, 13) A small child can 
desire to drive a car but he does not have a measure of rule for it and will damage 
himself and others, though he may enjoy a great deal of exciting satisfaction be-
fore the crash. Some people have gotten what they and their relatives and friends 
wanted for them in a “ministry” but when it was not within their measure of rule, 
they crashed and many were damaged. There have been thousands of storefront 
buildings vacated after a short period of time with church signs over the door for 
the community to read and shake their heads at. The body of Christ can help iden-
tify us and our measure of rule and keep us from shipwreck. To quote Apostle 

Hodges, it’s  “alignment before assignment.” Were we sent or have we just went? 

Where Did Everybody Go? 

 God will not replenish what is not our God-given measure of rule and sphere 
of influence. The prodigal kept spending and spending, oblivious to the inevitable 
end when the bag would be empty. From the moment he stepped out from under 
his father’s weighing and measuring of him, from the moment he removed him-
self from the sphere his father had observed was best for him, that bag of gold 
began to diminish. When humans imagine and design the product of their own 
aspirations, the pleasure of walking in it for a season doesn’t allow them to con-
sider financial, moral or emotional bankruptcy (Prov 14:12; Isa 47:8-9) nor how 
readily they use people to their own ends. Our zeal and energies can take us some 
distance but the tank will eventually run out. As Lk 15:16 proves, people will 

grow weary and find some place else to be. 
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The Straw That Breaks The Back 

 The prodigal got what he desired which was based upon his appetite, based 
upon what his aspirations could grasp. Those desires were nowhere near based 
upon the wisdom of His father. Our heavenly Father is too wise to act irrationally 
and too compassionate to be cruel. He continually measures us and will not put 
on us more than we are capable of bearing (also Jn 6:5-6). He is never the one to 

lay on the proverbial straw that breaks the camel’s back. 

Supply For Servants 

 By the time he gets to the pig pen, this guy is having to eat that which is 
nothing more than left-over and waste. He is suffering at this level because he has 
stepped out of his metron not satisfied to yield to his father’s wise timing. Thank-
fully, he came to himself in that situation and realized that his father’s servants, in 
their metron, fared better than he did. Although he was a son, the servants were 
better off than him at this point and their position and circumstance was far more 
desirable than what he had being out of position as a son born to privilege and 
inheritance. After wasting the measure of rule he had carved out for himself, he 

realized that he had presumptuously grasped 
a measure of rule he was not ready for. If a 
private in the army can stay within his meas-
ure of rule, he will have all the food he needs, 
all the gasoline for his jeep, all the bullets for 

his rifle and all the medical care he will need; and he will never pay rent or elec-
tric bills  (Mt 6:33-and all these things will be added unto you). His peers will 
never be allowed to promote him or talk him into taking the position of a captain. 
As his superior officers observe him, they will measure his abilities and promote 
him accordingly (Ps 75:6-7).  The prodigal concluded, “My father’s servants have 

stayed within their measure of rule and look how well supplied they are.”  

 When the prodigal came to himself and realized he had stepped outside the 
bounds of his metron, he declared, “I am going to return to my father’s house.” In 
the culture of that time, that meant he was returning to his father’s rule and em-
bracing the metron of his father’s determining. It was not until after his consider-
ing that he stunk, his clothes were tattered, he had tightened his belt up to the last 
loop and here he sat with pigs for company. He received the centurion’s revela-
tion: a man under authority is a man in authority (Mt 8).  When he returned in 
that posture, it was then that the father once again measured his capacity and gave 
him the means to represent him in the marketplace (Lk 15:22). Our Father meas-
ures and sets the limits of our metron for His glory. He is too wise to act irration-

ally and too compassionate to be cruel. Let the wineskin yield in His hands. 

2Co 10:13  We, on the other hand, will not boast beyond our legitimate province 

and proper limit, but will keep within the limits [of our commission which] God 

has allotted us as our measuring line… (Amplified) 

A button for credit card donations will 

Be available this month at:  seecministries.org 
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 Our calendar has been filling up 

after the magazine has gone out.

Please check our website and our 

blog page for up-to-date information.

Website: seecministries.org

Blog Page: martygabler.com

June 10 * Lago Vista, TX

Near Austin, TX

Northshore Life Development Center

Info: Don Dickinson

Info: 512-775-2105

6 p.m.

June 14 * Vamoosa, OK

Jim Hodges & Regional Leadership

Grace Community Church

Info & Registration: fmci.org

Info: 972-283-2262

June 17 * Carthage, TX

Abundant Life Church

Pastors Grady & Betty Wills

10:30a.m. 

903-694-3190

June 23-24 * Raywood, TX

House of Living Waters

Pastor Chuck Fountain

7p.m. Sat. & 10:30a.m. Sun.

June 29-30 * Liberty Hill, TX

LifeSprings Church

Bishop Ron Rhea

Men’s Retreat

Marty Gabler speaking

www.life-springs.org

Church office: 512-515-5591

July 1 * Liberty Hill, TX

LifeSprings Church

Marty speaking 10a.m.

Church office: 512-515-5591

July 15 * Houston, TX

Global Advance Church

Pastors: Luis y Korey Gomez

10:30  *  281-580-8574

12656 Goar Rd.  

Houston, TX  77077

luis1gomez@hotmail.com

Bilingual Service*Spanish/English

www.globaladvancechurch.org

PODCASTS AVAILABLE FOR LISTENING 

AND DOWNLOAD

1. Soaking and Worship Music sung 

by Melissa Gabler

2. Watching Our Words So We Can 

Declare His—Marty Gabler

3. 2012 Declarations-Marty Gabler

4. CTK2011-Jim Hodges

Go to: martygabler.com and click on 

PODCASTS at the top of the home 

page

Check us out on Facebook—Just type 

in Marty Gabler

A button for credit card 

donations is availabe at:  

seecministries.org

seecministries.org 

martygabler.com

Email:  mail@seecministries.org

SEEC Ministries International

PO Box 298   Coldspring,TX

77331-0298

Office:  936-653-4108

I will not allow any person nor any 

adverse circumstance to determine 

the lifespan of the hope God 

originally put in me.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Dates are subject to change.  Call before traveling.

Check website for updates: seecministries.org—click on “Events”

PLEASE PRAY FOR US
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